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Urban  District  Council  of  Mexborough 


Chairman: 

Councillor  J.  H.  WHITE. 

Vice-Chairman: 

Councillor  G.  S.  MORLEY. 

Members: 

Councillors  G.  W.  BRAMHAN,  J.P.^  J.  C.  CORBETT,  H 
GOUGH,  J.  HARROP,  C.  M.  HANSON,  W.  H. 
JOHNSON,  J.  KELLY,  J.  T.  LEWIS,  E.  MASON, 
S.  SILVERWOOD,  A.  SHAW,  E.  W.  SYKES,  J. 
WALTON,  T.  W.  WHIPP,  V.  WRAGG. 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

ARE:— 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

J.  J.  HUEY, 

Ash  Mount,  Mexborough.  Tel.:  Mexborough  53. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

T.  SIMCOX,  M.S.I.A.,  C.I.P.C.,  C.R.S.I., 

24,  Genoa  Street,  Mexborough.  Tel.  Mexborough  229. 


2 


Public  Health  Department, 

Mexborough, 

July,  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Mexborough  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  herewith  my  fortieth 
Annual  Report,  relating  to  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Mexborough  during  the  year  1938.  The  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  embodied  in  this  Report. 

The  Report  is  arranged  generally  on  the  lines  of  Circular 
1728  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  25th  October,  1938. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions,  1938. 


Area  of  the  district .  1,482  acres 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 


mid  1938 


18,420 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  . .  4,738 

Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate, 

£70,842  .  £256  10  0 


Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  industries  and 
extent  of  unemployment : 

Coal  mining  (outside  the  district)  ...  Generally  improving 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births: 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate  .  132  ...  146  ...  278 

Illegitimate  .  5  7  12 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  ...  15.7 


Still  Births: 


3 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

4 

8 

12 

Rate  per  1,000  (live 

and  still)  births 

•••  ••• 

16.4 

Deaths: 

Deaths  under  one 

year  of  age. 
Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

9 

7 

16 

Total  deaths 

96 

86 

182 

Death  Rate . 

•  •••  ••• 

*** 

9.8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  0  ...  0.0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .  2  ...  _ 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births)  .  6.6 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  55,2 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,0^00  legitimate  live  births  57.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0.0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  qq 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  0.0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) .  10 

Particulars  of  any  unusual  or  excessive  mortality 
during  the  year  which  has  received  or  required 


comment 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

The  Mean  Temperature  was . ’. 

Altitude  varies  from  . 

•••  ••• 

Rainfall  . 

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  . 

Zymotic  death  rate . 

Tuberculosis  death  rates — Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary. .. 

Cancer  death  rate  . 

Vaccination  . 

Respiratory  diseases  . 


. 51.75°F 

96  to  170  feet 
21.40  inches 
171 
0.21 
0.32 
0.05 
1.03 
10% 
1.3 


Deaths  from  all  Causes. 


Males.  Females.  Ttls. 


1 —  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  .  0 

2 —  Measles  .  0 

3 —  ^Scarlet  Fever .  0 

4 —  Whooping  cough  .  0 

5 —  Diphtheria  .  2 

6 —  Influenza  .  0 

7 —  ^Encephalitis  lethargica .  0 

8 —  Cerebro-spinal  fever  .  0 

9 —  Poliomyelitis  .  0 

10 —  Polio-encephalitis  .  0 

11 —  Respiratory  tuberculosis  .  1 

12 —  Other  tuberculosis  diseases  .  1 

13 —  Syphilis  .  0 

14 —  General  paralysis  of  the  insane  (tabes 

dorsalis)  .  0 

15 —  Cancer,  malignant  disease .  7 

16 —  Diabetes  .  1 

17 —  ^Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc.  . 11 

18 —  Heart  disease  . 26 

19 —  ^Aneurysm  .  0 

20 —  Other  circulatory  diseases  .  3 

21 —  Bronchitis  .  6 

22 —  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  1 

23 —  Other  respiratory  diseases .  2 

24 —  Peptic  ulcer  .  3 

25 —  ^Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) .  0 

26 —  Appendicitis  .  1 

27 —  Cirrhosis  of  liver  .  1 

28 —  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc .  0 

29 —  Other  digestive  diseases  .  1 

30 —  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  .  4 

31 —  Puerperal  sepsis  .  0 

32—  — Other  puerperal  causes  .  0 

33—  — Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  mal¬ 

formations,  etc .  5 

34 —  Senility  .  4 

35 —  Suicide  .  2 

36 —  Other  violence  .  3 

37 —  Other  dehned  diseases . 11 

38 —  Causes  ill-dehned  or  unknown .  0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

12 

2 

5 

22 

0 

4 

3 

6 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
2 

3 
0 
2 

4 
7 
0 
0 
6 
0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

19 

3 

16 

48 

0 

7 

9 

7 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

7 

0 

2 

9 

11 

2 

3 

13 

0 


96  86  182 


Inquests  were  held  in  respect  of  the  deaths  of  7  persons 
who  were  normally  resident  in  the  district. 


5 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the 

Area. 

Laboratory  Facilities: 

The  County  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  is  used  for  patho¬ 
logical  and  bacteriological  investigations. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  free  to  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  by  the  department  as  required. 

Ambulance: 

The  Ambulance  Service  consists  of  the  following : — 

(a)  Infectious  diseases— Motor  ambulance  (Doncaster 
and  Mexborough  Joint  Hospital  Board). 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases — Motor  ambulance 
provided  jointly  by  Mexborough,  Swinton  and  Wath  Urban 
District  Councils. 

(c)  Ambulance  litter  at  Headquarters  of  the  local  St. 
John  /Vmbulance  Brigade. 

Nursing  in  the  Home: 

The  District  Nursing  Association  employ  one  Nurse,  who 
attends  cases  at  the  request  of  the  doctor  in  attendance.  The 
services  are  adequate. 

Midwives: 

There  are  two  Midwives  in  practice  in  the  district.  The 
supervision  of  Midwives  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 

Health  Visitors: 

There  is  one  Health  Visitor.  The  West  Riding  County 
Council  took  over  the  clinics  of  the  Mexborough  Urban  Coun¬ 
cil  in  July,  1937.  Since  then  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
came  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Authority. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Name  and  Address. 

Nature  of 
Accommodation. 

By  whom 
provided. 

1  Infant  Welfare  Clinio, 

Clinic  Hut,  Bank  Street. 

Consulting  Room 
Weighing  Room 

Waiting  Room 

H.V.’s.  Office 

W.R.C. 

Council 

2.  Toddlers’  Clinic  do. 

do. 

Day  and  time  of  meeting — Infants:  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 
2-4  p.m. ;  Toddlers,  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  2-4  p.m. 
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My  thanks  are  due  to  the  voluntary  helpers  vrho  so 
generously  give  their  services  week  by  week  to  assist  in 
carrying  on  the  work  at  Welfare  Centre. 


Hospitals- — Public  and  Voluntary: 

Tuberculosis — -Controlled  by  West  Riding  County  Council. 
Station :  Exchange  Buildings,  Market  Street,  Mexborough. 

Maternity — ^^Controlled  by  the  West  Riding  County  Coun¬ 
cil.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  maintains  a  Maternity 
Home  of  20  beds  at  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  and 
the  local  authority  have  a  share  in  the  scheme.  During  the 
year  58  cases  were  admitted  from  Mexborough. 

Surgical  and  General — Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough. 

Infectious  diseases — Doncaster  and  Mexborough  Joint 
Hospital  Board  at  Conisborough. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1938,  for  nuisances 
only  (for  Housing  Inspections  see  Table  D) 
Nuisances  found  in  1938 
Nuisances  in  hand,  end  of  1937 
Total  needing  abatement 
Abated  during  1938 
Outstanding  end  of  1938 
Notices  served,  informal 

Complied  with  . 

Notices  served,  statutory . (P.H.A.  1936) 

Complied  with  . 

Total  No.  of  S  ummonses  or  other  legal  proceedings 


798 

363 

0 

363 

363 

0 

361 

361 

2 

2 

0 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  &c. 

i 

1  No.  in 

I  District 

No.  on 
Register 

Total  No. 
of  inspec¬ 
tions  made. 

General 

Conditions 

!  Legal 
Proceed¬ 
ings 
(if  any) 

Common  Lodging 
Houses 

2 

2 

6 

Fair 

Houses  let  in 
Lodgings 

1 

1 

2 

Fair 

Canal  Boats 

— 

5 

Fair 

Knackers’  Yards 

— 

— 

— 

Fair 

None 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

14 

5 

8 

Fair 

Offensive  Trades  : 
Fish  Shops 
Marine  Stores  .  . 

25. 

1  1>28 

28 

21 

Fair 

Tripe  Dressers  .  . 

2J 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  j^rocesses  to  be  offensive  trades  ? — No. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Particulars  of  any  sewer  extensions  during  1938 — None. 

Details  of  any  portion  of  district  still  requiring:  (a) 
Sewering — Area  formerly  Adwick  Parish  to  be 
sewered  as  development  occurs,  (b)  Improvement 
of  defective  sewers — Sumps  removed  from  several 
manholes. 

No.  of  houses  not  connected  to  sewers — None. 


Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Particulars  of  any  extensions  made  during  1938 — None. 
Any  inadequacy  of  sewage  disposal  works  ? — No. 

Any  complaint  from  West  Riding  Rivers  Board? — One 
complaint  bad  effluent  due  to  road  surface  washings 
after  spraying  followed  by  severe  rainstorm. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens . 

No.  of  pail  or  tub  closets  ...  (too  low  to  drain) 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens  . 

No.  of  water  closets  . 

Waste-water  closets  . 

No.  of  Privies  reconstructed  during  1938 — as  w.c.’s 
No.  of  closets,  other  than  privies,  reconstructed 

during  1938  as  w.c.’s  . 

No.  of  additional  closets  provided  for  old  property 

in  1938 — w.c.’s . 

No.  of  closets  constructed  in  1938  for  new  houses — 


0 

19 

0 

5,194 

0 

75 

3 

3 


Any  special  action  being  taken  by  Council  to  secure 
conversion  of  privies,  waste  water  closets  and 
pails  to  W.C.  system.  If  so,  what? — No  action  neces¬ 
sary,  all  have  fresh  water  closets. 


Scavenging. 

Is  public  scavenging  in  operation  throughout  the  whole 
district  ? — ^Yes. 

If  not,  is  it  in  operation  in  any  part  of  the  area?  If  so, 
please  specify  part  or  parts — Sanitary  dustbins  5,180. 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of? — Tipping  100%. 

If  tipping  is  in  operation,  is  it  on  the  controlled  system? 
—Yes. 

Total  annual  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse — 

£3,494, 

Particulars  of  any  extension  or  improvement  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  during  the  year — All  privies,  waste  water  closets 
and  ashpits  converted  in  the  extended  area. 
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Water  Supply. 

Source  of  supply — Ludwell  Springs  and  Borehole  at 
W  aterworks. 

By  whom  distributed — Urban  District  Council. 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  on  public  supply — All  within  area 
except  houses  Stenton’s  Yard,  1  house  Barber’s  Path. 
Any  extension  of  supply  during  the  vear? — No. 

Has  supply  been  satisfactory? — Yes,  except  in  two 
instances. 

(a)  In  quality — Yes.  (b)  In  quantity — Yes. 

No.  of  examinations  made  during  the  year  (a)  chemical — 
1;  result  good,  (b)  bacteriological — 24;  result,  23 
good. 

Have  any  supplies  been  restricted  or  closed,  if  so,  where  ? 
—No. 

Milk  Supply. 

Are  two  registers  being  kept  as  required  by  Section  2  (3) 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922? — Yes. 

(a)  For  retailers — Yes.  (b)  For  Cowkeepers  or 
Wholesale  Traders — Yes. 

Have  any  retailers  been  removed  from  the  register? — No. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938. 


No. 

Samples  of  designated 

Ocences 

milks 

examined 

in  force 

bacterio logically  : 

in  area 

Number 

Number 

Total 

for  : 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory. 

factory. 

(a)  Production  of  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk . 

0 

_ 

_ 

(6)  Production  of  “Accredited  Milk” 

0 

- _ 

_ 

■ 

(c)  In  respect  of  Pasteurising  Plant 

0 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  milk  samples  taken  by  officers  of  local  authority 
for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adultera- 
tion)  Act,  1928  (402  samples  taken  by  W.R.C.C.)  0 

No.  found  adulterated .  0 

No.  of  prosecutions  .  0 

No.  of  samples  of  ordinary  milk  taken  by  officers 
of  local  authority  for  : — 

(a)  Methylene  blue  test  .  0 

(b)  Presence  of  tuberculosis  .  0 

Any  special  examination  of  milk  for  dirt,  e.g.,  sedi¬ 
mentation  test? — No. 
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Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  during  1938  ? — 
No. 

No  of  cowkeepers  in  district  . 

No.  registered . 

Total  No.  of  cowsheds . 

Total  No.  of  milk  cows  . 

Total  No.  of  cowsheds  inspected  during  the  year 

Total  No.  of  cowshed  inspections  . 

No.  of  wholesale  traders  registered .  2 

No.  of  retail  milk  sellers  registered .  27 

Observations  as  to  structural  conditions,  cleanliness  and 
methods  of  production  and  handling  of  milk — 
Improvement. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Any  public  abattoir  in  district  ? — -No. 

Total  No.  of  private  slaughterhouses — 9.  Made  up  of  5 
registered  and  4  licensed. 

No.  unsatisfactory  either  as  regards  structure,  position  or 
in  other  respects — None. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

(excluding 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pgis 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Not 

known 

Number  Inspected 

.320 

230 

4 

850 

790 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect" 
ed  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

2.6 

Nil 

Nil 

.63 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  .  . 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect¬ 
ed  affected  with  tuberculosis  .  . 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

N 

1  -7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cottagers  pigs— 27  have  been  slaughtered  in  licensed  places 
and  a  parcel  of  rabbits  condemned. 


Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Meat  Marking :  Is  scheme  in  force  under  above  ? — No. 

Other  Foods. 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  milk)  taken  by  officers  of  C.A. 
for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adul¬ 
teration)  Act,  1928— None,  done  by  W.R.C.C. 

No.  found  adulterated — 0. 

No.  of  prosecutions — 0. 


0^  On  VO  4^  -}^  4^ 
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No.  of  Bakehouses  in  district — 7. 

Total  inspections — 1. 

Are  any  of  bakehouses  underground,  if  so,  how  many? — 
No. 

The  markets  are  visited  regularly. 

Schools. 

statutory  Medical  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Educ¬ 
ation  Authority  in  most  of  the  Districts,  but  that  does  not  relieve  the 
M.O.H.  of  his  duties  in  regard  to  sanitation  and  the  prevention  of  infec¬ 
tious  outbreaks  in  connection  with  Schools. 

No.  of  schools  in  district — 10. 

No.  visited  by  M.O.H. — 9. 

Action  taken — None. 

Schools  closed  by  M.O.H. — None. 

General  sanitary  conditions — Good,  except  National 
School. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No.  of  smoke  observations  each  of  30  minutes  duration 
taken  during  1938 — None. 

Shops  Act,  1934,  Sections  10  and  13  (3). 

No.  of  visits  paid  under  the  above  Act  during  1938 — 14.  ' 
Unsatisfactory  conditions  found — None. 

Mortuaries.  What  accommodation — 

(a)  For  accidents — Montagu  Hospital. 

(b)  For  infectious  cases  other  than  at  hospital — No. 

(c)  PMr  other  cases — Cemetery  Burial  Ground  Mortuary. 

(d)  For  post-mortem  examinations — Montagu  Hospital 
and  Cemetery. 

Any  suggestions  by  M.O.H. — The  mortuary  at  the  Ceme¬ 
tery  quite  inadequate,  scheme  still  in  abeyance  as  last 
year’s  report. 


Bacteriology  (County  Uaboratory).  Any  suggestions? — No. 


Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  In  Force  In  the  District. 

Subject 

Date  of 
Approval. 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements 

1926 

Scavenging 

1926 

Prevention  of  Nuisances 

1926 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1897 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

1926 

Alteration  of  Buildings 

1926 

Slaughterhouses  .  . 

1896 

Baths  and  Wash-Houses 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  .  . 

1926 

Cemeteries 

Mortuaries 

Offensive  Trades 

1923 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  . 

1926 

Smoke  Abatement 

1928 
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Burning  Spoil  Banks. 

Any  nuisance  therefrom  ? — None. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Any  suggestions  ? — Nil. 

Causes  of  any  excessive  infant  mortality  in  1938 — None. 

Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  in  1938 — Scarlet  Fever. 

State  months — General. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notihable  list  ? — No. 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  district? — 
No. 

Any  arrangements  for  nursing  Pyrexia  cases  ?  (for  areas 
autonomous  under  the  M.  and  C.W.  Act,  1918).  At 
home — No.  In  hospital — Nil. 

Tuberculosis. 

Is  house  disinfected? — Yes.  (a)  after  removal  to  Sana¬ 
torium — Yes.  (b)  After  death — Yes. 

Isolation  Hospitals. 

General  Infectious  Diseases — 

Address  of  hospital— Doncaster  and  Mexborough  Joint 
Hospital,  Conisborough. 

Any  change  or  extension  in  1938 — Extension  pending. 
Any  disease  in  addition  to  scarlet  fever,  enteric  fever  or 
diphtheria  (e.g.,  pneumonia  or  non-notifiable  disease)  treated 
in  infectious  diseases  hospital  ?- — Yes,  but  not  pneumonia.. 
Name  of  authority  controlling — As  above. 

Smallpox — 

Address  of  hospital — As  above. 

Any  change  or  extension  in  1938 — Pending. 

Name  of  Authority  controlling— As  above. 

General  Hospitals  and  Institutions. 

(a)  General  and  Accident— 1.  Address  Montagu  Hospital, 
Mexborough.  Children’s— 1.  Address  as  above. 

(b)  Focal:  Hospital,  Cottage — 1.  Address  as  tibove. 

(c)  Maternity  (Homes) — 1.  Address  as  above. 

Nursing  Homes  (Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  187). 

Are  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  Nursing  Homes  in  your 
district  which  may  not  be  registered? — No. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  held  at 
Royal  Infirmary,  Royal  Hospital,  the  Jessop  Hospital  and  the 
Children’s  Plospital,  Sheffield,  the  Infirmary,  Rotherham,  and 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  Doncaster. 
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Ambulance  Services. 


Location 

of 

Ambulance 

Ownership 

Type 

of 

Ambulance 

Arrange¬ 
ments  for 
nurse  to 
accompany 
patient 

1 

1  Charges 
(if  any)  to 
patients  in 
district 

For  General  Sick 

Montagu 

Montagu 

&  Accident  Cases 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Petrol 

Yes 

Nil 

For  General  Infec- 

Isolation 

Isolation 

tious  Disease 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Petrol 

Yes 

Nil 

Cases 

Conisboro’ 

Conisboro’ 

t'  or  Smallpox 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Ni  1 

If  ambulance  of  another  Authority  is  used,  please  state 
terms  and  conditions — ^No  charge  is  made  to  the  contributory 
areas. 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

No.  in  district — 14. 

Is  this  class  of  dwelling  showing  signs  of  increase  ? — No. 

Have  Council  made  bye-laws  under  Section  268  (4),  Public 
Health  Act,  1936?— No. 

Camping  Sites. 

No.  of  sites  in  area  which  were  used  for  camping  purposes 
during  1938 — 6. 

No.  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 
been^  issued  by  the  local  authority  under  Section  269  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936 — None,  advised  Fair  Ground  exempt. 

Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  in  the 
area  at  one  time  during  the  summer  season  of  1938 — 40. 

Any  other  observations — None. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No.  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested — 5. 

No.  disinfested — 5. 

Other  houses  found  to  be  infested — 14. 

No.  disinfested — 14. 

What  methods  are  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses 
from  bed  bugs? — Sulphur  fumigation  with  Zaldecide  insecti¬ 
cide. 

What  methods  are  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belong¬ 
ings  of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to 
Council  houses  ? — Careful  inspection  by  the  Housing  Depart¬ 
ment. 
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Is  the  work  of  disinfestation  carried  out  by  the  local 
authority  or  by  a  contractor? — ^I^ocal  Authority. 

What  measures  are  taken  by  way  of  supervision  or  educa¬ 
tion  of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or  re-infestation  of 
houses  after  cleansing? — Personal  tuition.. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

Are  there  in  the  district: — 

(a)  Any  public  swimming  baths  or  pools? — Scheme 
pending. 

(b)  Any  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  open 
to  the  public  ?— No. 

(c)  Any  samples  of  bath  waters  examined  in  1938,  apart 
from  samples  submitted  to  the  County  Bacteriological  Paba- 
tory.  If  so,  please  give  particulars — Nil. 

Urban  Powers  (Rural  Districts  only). 

Are  any  urban  powers  in  force  in  your  district  under 
Section  13  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936?— Nil. 


Housing  Statistics. 

1 — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 


or  Housing  Acts)  .  600 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  .  875 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  in¬ 
spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  213 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  .  455 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  needing  further 

action .  547 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dang¬ 

erous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  .  I33 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3) 

(a)  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  414 

NOTE:  Totals  of  (3)  (a)  and  (b)  should  equal  the 
figure  given  for  (3). 
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2 —  Remedy  of  defects  during:  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  .  475 

3 —  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  dv/elling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  72 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  .  72 

(a)  By  Owners .  72 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 
be  remedied  .  2 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  wffiich  defects  were 

remiedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  2 

(a)  By  Owners  .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  .  0 

C  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  No.  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect 

of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  90 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  m  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  1 

(3)  No  of  dw^elling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders . 0 

D  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made .  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  re¬ 
spect  of  which  were  determined,  the  tene¬ 
ment  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 
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4 —  Unhealthy  Areas. 

Have  any  areas  been  declared  Clearance  Areas  during 
the  year  1938?  If  so,  please  give  full  particulars  as  to 
such,  including  situation,  number  of  houses,  population,  and 
action  taken  relative  thereto. 

Eight  Slum  Clearance  areas  from  the  new  ex¬ 
tended  area  taken  over  on  1st  April,  1938,  from 
the  Swinton  Council  and  the  Doncaster  Rural 
District  Council.  The  addresses  of  these  areas 
are  as  follows:— 18-48,  Wath  Road;  200-214 
Queen  Street;  219-237,  Wath  Road;  1-11  ’ 
Cowood  Street,  and  9-13,  Wath  Road;  238-262, 

Wath  Road,  and  3-13,  Highwoods  Road;  6-14' 
Wragby  Row;  50-80,  Wath  Road;  a  total  of  87 
Houses  with  a  population  of  374  persons,  con¬ 
sisting  of  93  families.  These  areas  are  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  Ministry  of  Health  enquiries  and 
are  scheduled  for  the  instructions  of  the 
Council. 

5 —  Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  during  1938. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  None 

(b)  By  private  enterprise .  22 

Total  .  22 

6 —  Housing  Conditions. 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  .  4738 

(2)  No.  of  working-class  houses  included  in  the 

above . .  4527 

(3)  General  observations  as  to  housing  conditions 

overcrowding,  and  shortage  of  houses:— 

Standard  of  housing  improved  by  general  repair 
of  old  property  and  improved  sanitation. 

Large  number  of  overcrowding  cases  abated. 
Insufficient  houses  to  meet  needs  of  people 
getting  married. 

(4;  Any  special  activity  in  house  building?  If  so 
where?  ’ 

Small  scheme  being  erected  by  private  enter¬ 
prise. 

(5i  Any  housing  scheme  projected  by  Local 
Authority?  If  so,  please  give  particulars. 

Projected  scheme  by  Local  Authority  in  Roman 
Terrace  Area.  Negotiations  in  hand  for 
acquisition  of  27.80  acres  for  this  purpose. 
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(6;  Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground 
sleeping  rooms  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act, 
1936?— No. 

7 — Town  Planning. 

(1)  Is  the  Council  a  member  of  any  Regional  Town 


Planning  Committee?  If  so,  which?  .  No. 

(2)  Is  a  Town  Planning  Scheme  in  force  for 

(a)  The  whole  of  the  District  .  No. 

(b)  Part  of  the  District  .  No. 

If  so,  give  particulars  of  scheme  .  — 


(3)  Have  Council  during  1938  passed  a  Resolution 
deciding  to  prepare  a  Town  Planning  Scheme? 
If  so,  does  it  relate  to: — 


(a)  Whole  District .  No. 

(b)  Part  of  District  .  No. 


If  part  only,  please  state  which  part .  — 

8 —  Name  and  Address  of  Officer  designated  to  make 

inspections  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations. 

Thomas  Simcox,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Council 
Offices,  Mexborough. 

9 —  Has  any  action  been  taken  to  improve  the  housing 

conditions  of  tuberculous  families  in  your  district, 
either  by  way  of  building  new  or  special  houses, 
or  the  granting  of  special  facilities  for  such  families 
to  be  housed?  If  so,  please  state  action  taken?  ...  No. 

10 —  Housing  Act,  1936 -  Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


end  of  the  year  .  47 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  48 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  324 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  1 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  5 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  29 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding.  —  Where  removed  remedial  steps 
have  been  taken. 
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(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report.  —  A 
report  by  the  Health  Department  was  given  in 
1936  re  overcrowded  condition  of  dwellinghouses 
for  the  provision  of  further  houses  to  abate  over¬ 
crowding.  This  scheme  is  pending. 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

4 

0 

Workshops 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

16 

1 

Workplaces 

(other  than  Outworkers’  premises).  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .  . 

- 

20 

1 

0 

2 — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 

Outworkers:  None. 

One  complaint  was  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector 
for  the  year  under  review.  The  occupier  has  given  this 
matter  his  attention. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Type.  No. 

Water  Closets  (Pedestals,  fresh  water)  .  5194 

Pail  Closets  (Too  low  to  drain)  .  19 

Public  Cleansing. 

Dustbins  .  5130 


Disposal. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  is  tipped  by  Controlled  Methods. 
The  Tipping  Ground  is  situate  in  Pastures  Road. 
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Weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  population  per  day  .  .  .  .  one  ton,  2  cwts.,  3  quarters. 
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Statutory  Notices  Served. 

Section  9  Housing  Act,  1936  .  72 

Section  168,  Housing  Act,  1936  .  21 

Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936  .  2 

Section  11  (3)  Housing  Act,  1936  (Undertakings)  1 
Section  66  (2)  Housing  Act,  1936  (Overcrowding)  36 

Section  59  (5)  Housing  Act^  1936  .  6 

Section  93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  2 

Section  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  6 

Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  1 

Section  155,  Housing  Act,  1936  .  1 

Section  56,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  5 

Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  .  43 

Section  51,  Housing  Act,  1936  .  15 


Total .  211 


Nature  and  Number  of  Inspections. 

Office  Enquiries .  2900 

Slaughter-Houses  .  537 

Slum  Clearance  .  I75 

General  Inspections  .  375 

Appointments .  433 

Public  Cleansing .  . . 

Registered  Premises  .  355 

Infectious  Diseases .  12s 

House  Inspection  Work .  455 

Overcrowding  Annual  Survey  and  Enquiries  ...  972 


Total  Inspection 


New  Legislation. 

This  has  placed  upon  the  Department  an  enormous  in¬ 
crease  of  work— clerical,  statistical  and  routine. 

Prevention  and  Control  Over  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

Disinfections  and  inspections  are  carefully  carried  out 
following  notifications  from  our  Medical  Practitioners. 

Canal  Boat  Work. 

The  Annual  Report  appertaining  to  this  work  was  sent 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  January  11th.  1939.  The  boats 
inspected  were  all  found  to  be  in  order. 
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Residents  and  others  notified  from  Montagu  Hospital. — 3  cases,  included  in  the  above  table. 

1.  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  aged  38,  25,  29  years. 

TOTAL,  3  Cases. 
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Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Enteric  Fever . 

Smallpox  . 

Measles . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Diphtheria . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Total  .  4 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1938 


i 

NEW 

CASES. 

DEi^ 

LTHS. 

Age  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

N 

Respi 

on- 

ratory. 

Respi 

ratory. 

N 

Respi 

on- 

ratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  .  . 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 . 

0 

4 

1 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

25 . 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35 . 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

45 . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

5 

8 

5 

2 

1 

5 

1 

0 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Smallpox. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  township.  The 
total  number  of  primary  vaccinations  was  29. 

It  will  be  seen  that  compared  with  the  number  of  births, 
namely  240,  only  10.0  per  cent,  was  vaccinated. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  still  a  marked  objection 
to  this  simple  but  very  effective  operation  of  protection 
against  smallpox,  and  it  is  also  regrettable  that  the  public 
are  able  to  obtain  so  easily  the  signature  of  some  person 
holding  a  public  position  to  substantiate  these  declarations 
of  objection. 

The  cost  to  the  ratepayers  for  the  last  smallpox  epi¬ 
demic  was  enormous. 


O  O  O  O  CO  O  T— ( 
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It  should  be  an  incentive  to  all  parents  to  have  their 
children  protected  against  this  terrible  disease  and  not 
postpone  vaccination  until  smallpox  is  in  our  midst. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

During  1938  53  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported 
The  number  of  cases  shows  a  very  considerable  increase 
from  the  previous  year,  when  the  number  was  5.  With  a 
few  exceptions  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  character.  It  is 
very  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  deaths  were  registered. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  10  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  as  against  27 
for  the  year  1937. 

Three  deaths  were  registered. 

The  response  to  leaflets  distributed  to  the  Schools  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  in  connection  with  Immunisa¬ 
tion  is  still  very  disappointing. 

The  total  number  of  children  inoculated  during  the 
year  was  only  98. 

No  child  in  the  Immunised  Group  contracted  diphtheria 
during  the  year  1938. 

During  the  year  Dr.  Wood  Wilson,  of  County  Hall,  gave 
a  very  interesting  film  display  and  lecture  on  diphtheria 
immunisation,  “  The  Empty  Bed.”The  him  was  well  received 
and  we  hope  that  a  greater  number  of  parents  will  accept 
prophalatic  treatment. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
Puerperal  Fever  is  no  longer  a  notifiable  infectious  disease, 
but  such  cases  are  now  notifiable  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Under  this  heading  one  Mexborough  case  was  notified, 
and  3  from  non-residents  at  the  County  Maternity  Home. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Of  the  total  deaths  2  were  registered  as  from  maternal 
causes.  The  certificates  of  deaths  gave  the  following: — 

1—  Secondary  Haemorrhage.  Confinement  premature. 

2—  Secondary  Haemorrhage,  Acute  Partum  Haemorr¬ 

hage,  Placenta  Previa. 

There  were  also  4  maternal  deaths  at  the  County 
Maternity  Home,  but  these  were  non-residents. 

Erysipelas. 

Three  cases  were  notified. 
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Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid. 

No  case  was  reported. 

Influenza  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases. 

No  death  was  registered  as  due  to  influenza,  but  7  deaths 
were  registered  as  due  to  pneumonia,  9  to  bronchitis,  and  2 
to  other  respiratory  diseases. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  case  was  notified. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  20  new  cases  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
department,  namely  10  males  and  10  females.  There  were 
7  deaths. 

Literature  on  this  subject  was  issued  to  all  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified. 

No  action  was  called  for  under  the  Public  Health  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925,  which  concerns 
tuberculous  employees  in  the  Milk  Trade,  or  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  to  remove  a  tuberculous  patient  to 
hospital. 

Non-Respiratory. 

Seven  cases  were  notified. 

Cancer. 

This  disease  was  responsible  for  19  deaths,  namely,  7 
males  and  12  females,  as  compared  with  24  in  1937. 

The  importance  of  early  diagnosis  of  this  condition  can¬ 
not  be  stressed  too  often. 

An  enormous  amount  of  work  of  cancer  research  is 
being  done  at  the  present  time,  and  the  public  will  earn¬ 
estly  hope  that  further  success  may  ultimately  reward  their 
endeavours.  The  difficulty  in  carrying  out  curative  treat¬ 
ment  lies  in  the  reluctance  of  patients  to  early  advice. 
Therein  at  present  lies  the  only  real  hope. 

Other  Diseases. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  diseases.  Measles,  Influenza, 
Whooping  Cough,  Chicken-pox  and  Scabies  were  prevalent 
during  the  year. 
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Contacts  are  excluded  from  school. 

A  very  large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Department  during  the  period  under  review,  and  I  have  to 
express  my  thanks  to  the  valuable  assistance  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  to  acknowledge  my 
great  appreciation  of  his  co-operation  and  help  during  the 
past  year. 


I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  J.  HUEY. 
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